

Honors Biology Requirements
2018-2019
Instructor: Ms Brennan
Room: 352 West
Contact: email kbrennan@crsd.org or phone (215) 944-1346
Clinic Times: Every Tuesday and Thursday after school and other arranged times
Tests
At least four major tests will be given each marking period. It is the responsibility of the student to arrange for a missed test. Any test not made up within a week from when it was given will result in a grade of a zero. Extended illness would be the exception to this policy. Test material can come from the textbook, class notes, and/or experiments.  Tests are announced so students should always be prepared to take an exam the next day.

There will be a midterm and a final for this course. Both of these exams will be cumulative for their semester.  Both the midterm and final will count for 25% of their respective marking period grades. The midterm exam will encompass Chapters 1-10 in sequence.  The final will cover chapters 11-20, 23, 24, and 28-38. 
 
Lab Work / Lab Reports
Throughout the year students will be completing a number of different lab activities.  Individual lab reports will be required for selected labs. These reports will follow a specific format that will be discussed in class. All lab reports are to be written in ink (black or blue pen only) or word processed. All formal labs must have a conclusion. All lab responses must be written as complete sentences where possible, and spelling and grammar must also be correct through-out the report. Any tables and or graphs included within the write-up must be made using a ruler and must be properly labeled. Students must print out their lab prior to class in which it is due. At no time should students submit their work electronically and expect the teacher to print it out for class and grading purposes.  

Certain lab exercises will be submitted as group work since students will be working within a group when completing the lab.  This does not translate as students copying each other’s work.  Each student within the group is responsible for completing the actual write-up.  The actual lab collected for grading purposes will be randomly selected on the day of completion.  If a student’s lab is incomplete or missing that student must submit the lab write up the next day and it will be considered late and graded accordingly.  Any student who is absent on the day of a lab must arrange to make up the missed work.  Lab work should be made up as quickly as possible.  Any lab work that is not made up within a week of any absence will receive a grade of a zero.  Again, the exception to this policy would be in the case of extended illness
Grading System
Your goal in each marking period should be to obtain all possible points. These points can be earned through tests, lab reports, quizzes, homework, projects, current events, and research.  Assessments will be weighted as 75% of the grade (65% tests and 10% quizzes) with lab work/classwork weighted at 15% and homework making up the final 10%.  Assessments will include all tests, quizzes, projects and specific selected labs. Both a midterm and final will be given in this class and will count as 25% of the 2nd and 4th quarters respectively and will be subtracted from the assessment category.   Grading is based on the eSchoolPLUS grade scale. See last sheet in this packet for current policy.


Homework
Homework will be assigned every night of the week. Some of these assignments will be online through the Mindtap platform as well as more traditional written handouts. A student at the high school level is expected to spend approximately thirty minutes every night on biology.  It is often longer due to the intensity of this class. All written homework assignments from the text should be completed on loose-leaf paper following the format below. Written homework will be collected and graded for completeness, but there may be times it will be graded for correctness and students will be informed of this prior to submission.  It should be noted that not all homework will be collected and graded. In addition, quizzes may be given to evaluate homework. Students are expected to do their homework each night regardless of whether an assignment is to be collected and graded.  It should be stressed all homework is not written since reading and studying are key to a student’s success in this class.  Incomplete or undone homework cannot be made up once collected, but some credit will be given for what is submitted. If a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to complete the missed work in a timely fashion. 

         Format for written assignments 

        1. Paper Heading
	Chapter #					Name
	Name of assignment			Date
							Section	
        2. Format of responses
	Each question is to be answered in a complete sentence
	Do not write out the question but restate the question in your answer.
	Highlight the part of the answer that specifically addresses the question
	Skip two lines between each question.
	Skip five lines between different night assignments to conserve paper

Quizzes
Quizzes are quick measures that can be oral or written in form. They may or may not be announced. They are used to test a student's knowledge of material covered in class, in lab, or in assigned reading. Students should be prepared for a quiz each day. It is the responsibility of the student to arrange to make up a missed quiz. Any quiz not made up within a week of the absence will result in a grade of zero. Again, the only exception would be an extended illness

Warm-ups
Each class period will begin with a brief written or reading assignment that must be completed in the opening minutes of class.  Some warm ups may be a handout or simply responses to questions.  Warm-ups may be collected and graded.  All students are required to complete the daily warm up. Failure to do so can affect the grade since some will be collected.

Science Literacy 
A certain amount of outside research/reading is expected of each student.  All students will be required to find, read, evaluate, and discuss articles in science.  On occasion, students may be required to complete a current event from a newspaper, magazine, or journal on a specific topic related to our course through-out the year.  Students may be required to submit a one-page essay that consists of a summary and evaluation of the article.  The specific article must be attached or no credit will be given.  


Project 
Projects will be assigned throughout the year.  The format of each project will be discussed in class in greater detail in the future during the marking period in which it is assigned.  A project may be a research paper, a model, poster, brochure, essay, cartoon, presentation or a combination of the previous formats.  Certain projects may have both an individual and group component to them. 
 
No late work will be accepted after an assigned date on a project.  There will be no exceptions! You will be given clear instructions for projects so you will be aware of all requirements. Additionally, students should not submit their work electronically and expect the teacher to print out for evaluation. 

Participation/Behavior
All students are expected to come to class prepared and willing to participate and learn. A student is considered prepared for class when all necessary materials have been brought to class. These include a covered textbook, a three-ring binder, loose-leaf, writing utensils, assignments and any handouts. 

All students are required to be respectful, polite, and courteous to all students, teachers, and guests throughout the class period every day.  Your language and actions should always reflect a strong sense of self-respect.  Cell phones, smart phones, and any other electronic device are prohibited for use in the classroom unless required for use with an activity.  Please keep these in your bag throughout the school day or in the designated area in the room.  

Finally, and most importantly, character is a priceless commodity.   Please do not compromise it by failing to maintain academic integrity. Additionally, please never share your password to the mind-tap platform or any other program. Your identity is yours alone and you should never allow others access.

Clinic
If a student is experiencing difficulties it is his/her responsibility to seek help. Help is always available!!
Tuesdays and Thursdays are designated clinic days, but other times can also be arranged to accommodate a particular student’s needs.  I am after school each and every day, and am always available for help.  There is no reason for a student not to seek additional help.  

Due to the nature of this course, it would be wise to get the cell phone numbers and emails of several students in this class.  This a valuable resource that is particularly helpful if you are absent from class or unclear about an assignment or concept.

Contact Person 
     Name________________  Phone Number ____________ Email ________________

     Name________________  Phone Number ____________ Email ________________

     Name________________  Phone Number ___________  Email ________________

     Name________________  Phone Number ___________  Email ________________






Materials
     1.  three-ring binder w/dividers					6.  packs of index cards
     2.  loose-leaf paper						7.  pack of sticky notes
     3.  covered text book (stays home)				8.  6 inch ruler
     4.  writing utensils (pens, pencils, erasers, colored pencils)
     5.  any handouts and assignments

Texts
The following books will be used in this course:
	Cengage Biology Concepts and Applications 9e

HONORS BIOLOGY OUTLINE

UNIT			Chapters

Introduction			 1    Invitation to Biology

Unit 1
Principles of Cellular Life	  2    Life’s Chemical Basis
			  3    Molecules of Life
			  4    Cell Structure 		
			  5    Ground Rules of Metabolism		
			  6    Where is Starts –Photosynthesis
			  7.   How Cells Release Chemical Energy

Unit 2 			  8.  DNA Structure and Function  		13. Observing Patterns in Traits
Genetics			  9.  From DNA to Protein			14  Human Inheritance
			 10. Control of Gene Expression (eukaryotes)	15. Biotechnology
			 11. How Cells Reproduce
			 12. Meiosis and Sexual Reproduction**

Unit 3			  16.  Theory of Evolution	                           
Evolution			  17.  Process of Evolution
			  18.  Life’s Origin
	 
Unit 4 			  19.  Viruses, Bacteria, Archaea			23.  Animals I- Major Invertebrate
Evolution and Biodiversity	  20.  The Protists				24.  Animals II – The Chordates
			  34.  Immunity			

Unit 6			  28.  Animal Tissues and Organ Systems	33.  Circulation
How Animals Work		  29.  Neural Control				35.  Respiration
			  30.  Sensory Perception			36.  Digestion and Human Nutrition
			  31.  Endocrine Control				37.  Maintaining the Internal Environment
			  32. Structural Support and Movement		38.  Reproduction and Development

Unit 7 			  39. Animal Behavior				42.  Ecosystems
Principles of Ecology		  40.  Population Ecology			43.  Biosphere
			  41. Community Ecology			44.  Human Effects on Biosphere


Midterm Exam Chapters 1-12: Counts for 25 % of 2nd Marking Period Grade
Final Exam all other chapters: Counts for 25% of 4th Marking Period Grade


COUNCIL ROCK HIGH SCHOOL NORTH GRADING SCALE
Individual Marking Period Grading

Final Grade Guidelines
Full Year & Alt Day Courses

Final Grade Guidelines
Semester Courses
Percent Ranges  and Corresponding
Grade Conversion
MP Quality Points

Total
Points
Final
Grade

Total
Points
Final
Grade
97.50%  →  100.00%
A+
12

46-48
A+

23-24
A+
91.50%  →  97.49%
A  
11

42-45
A  

21-22
A  
89.50%  →  91.49%
A-
10

38-41
A-

19-20
A-
87.50%  →  89.49%
B+
9

34-37
B+

17-18
B+
81.50%  →  87.49%
B  
8

30-33
B  

15-16
B  
79.50%  →  81.49%
B-
7

26-29
B-

13-14
B-
77.50%  →  79.49%
C+
6

22-25
C+

11-12
C+
71.50%  →  77.49%
C  
5

18-21
C  

9-10
C  
69.50%  →  71.49%
C-
4

14-17
C-

7-8
C-
67.50%  →  69.49%
D+
3

10-13
D+

5-6
D+
61.50%  →  67.49%
D  
2

6-9
D  

3-4
D  
59.50%  →  61.49%
D-
1

4-5
D-

2
D-
0.00%  →  59.49%
F  
0

2-3
D- or F

1
D- or F



















